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*Please note: All pieces of communication must be reviewed and approved by representatives from the Pennsylvania Insurance Department’s Communications Office and Children’s Health Insurance Program and must include the CHIP logo with Commonwealth and Governor’s taglines inserted. Please direct your correspondence to the Pennsylvania Insurance Department’s Communications Office at 717-787-3289 or ra-in-press@state.pa.us.
Suggested Community Activities

Staff a Booth

Many organizations, faith-based and otherwise, hold fairs and festivals that are open to the community. For a nominal fee, members of your organization may be able to staff a CHIP table and educate event-goers about the program. Literature or a flyer to hand out would help get the message across, and a candy dish always helps draw attention! You can download CHIP literature and flyers for free as part of this e-toolkit. Encourage people you speak with to let people they know about CHIP, even if they themselves may not have a need for it. Everyone knows someone who needs health insurance for their children, and CHIP is a great option. 

CHIP Sign-up Nights

To help spread the word about CHIP, hold a special CHIP sign-up night where families can obtain information about the CHIP program and its benefits. Provide light refreshments or dinner, and invite a speaker to educate the crowd on a topic of interest (i.e. invite a pediatrician to talk about keeping kids healthy or give basic first-aid advice). In order to reach a significant number of parents, you might time your event to coincide with another kid-friendly event taking place with your organization, such as a company picnic or a sporting event. CHIP literature and flyers are available for you to download as part of this toolkit, or you can visit www.chipcoverspakids.com and fill out a request form under “CHIP Resources” to receive materials by mail.
CHIP Day at the Ballpark
Hold a CHIP day at a local little league or soccer game. Saturdays are very busy for parents of young athletes and community parks and baseball fields are usually packed with families. The local swimming pool is a smart summer option. You can hold an official CHIP day and set up a table at the ballpark – parents will likely stop by to see what’s happening. Also be sure to walk around and interact with the parents in the stands. Blue and yellow balloons (CHIP colors!) will give your table a festive look, and simple giveaway items such as lollipops or stickers will be a hit with the kids – just make sure there is CHIP information attached along with the call to action – call 800-986-KIDS or visit chipcoverspakids.com!  You can download CHIP materials on demand through this toolkit or visit www.chipcoverspakids.com and fill out a request form under “CHIP Resources” to receive materials by mail. 
Read All About It!

Keep your membership and/or community informed about CHIP by providing information in your newsletter (sample articles provided in the e-toolkit), in offices or by distributing it to your members or neighbors. 
Make CHIP a Part of Existing Activities

One of the easiest ways to publicize CHIP is to do it at an event your organization already hosts or participates in. If there’s pancake breakfast or talent show or scout meeting, be there and be ready to set up a CHIP table or simply mingle and interact with parents and grandparents. Also, don’t forget about incorporating CHIP into school activities. You can download CHIP materials on demand through this toolkit or visit www.chipcoverspakids.com and fill out a request form under “CHIP Resources” to receive materials by mail. 
###

Inviting Local Media to Your Event

Before each event, you should consider whether local media would be interested in attending. They may wish to write an article or do a TV story about your organization – and CHIP! You can use the e-toolkit’s press release and media advisory templates to alert the media about your event. A follow-up call is a good idea.

It would also be smart to send the advisory to local calendar editors and add in the information to the online community calendars many media outlets post on their Web sites. This will help spread the word about your event and encourage attendance. 

If media representatives attend your event, introduce yourself when they arrive and work with them to arrange an interview with a key member or your organization. Offer your contact information in case the reporter or photographer has any questions following the event. Be sure to have literature about CHIP and your organization for the reporter to use as a reference. 

